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USG Sheetrock® Easy Sand™ Tip Sheet
Sheetrock® Easy Sand™ Mixing Properties (Alpha Gypsum)
1. When the powder is added to water it does not wet out immediately.  The powder floats on top and soaks slowly.

2. Lump free mix is achieved easily with about one minute of mixing.

3. Slight rise in viscosity occurs within 10 minutes of mixing.

4. After 10 minutes the viscosity does not change.

5. Application is smooth and slick.

Product X: Mixing Properties (Beta Gypsum)
1. When powder is added to water the powder wets out quickly.
2. Initially lumpy, the lumps are mixed out with one minute of mixing.

3. Slight rise in viscosity occurs within 10 minutes of mixing.

4. After 10 minutes, the viscosity does not change.

5. Application is less smooth and slick.

Product X: User Adjusting to Sheetrock® Easy Sand™
1. If the contractor is trying Easy Sand for the first time and is used to Product X, the contractor must have patience to let the powder wet out.  It will take more time for the powder to soak up water.  One should avoid the urge to add more water before the powder is completely wetted out.  If more water is added and a thin mix is achieved, more powder must be added.  When more powder is added to a thin mix, it is harder to mix the lumps out than if the proper proportion of water was used initially.  Experience will give the contractor proper proportions.

2. One should mix to desired consistency, as there is not a dramatic rise in viscosity.

3. The Easy Sand application should be slicker and easier than the Product X application.

4. Easy Sand should also have considerably less shrinkage and should scrape back easily when dry.

What is Alpha gypsum?
USG refine raw gypsum rock under pressure, which produces an Alpha crystal, unlike other manufactures that refine the gypsum under atmospheric pressure, which produces a Beta crystal.  The Alpha crystal has a more regular shape and structure, requiring less water to become active, giving the tradesman a base coat with less shrinkage, better bond and a stronger join.
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